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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1. The drawings are objected to because all blocks in figures 1-6 are not labeled with 
descriptive legend as required by 37 CFR 1.84(o). Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-9, 20, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gibson (U.S. Pat. 6,198,431) in view of Burns (U.S. Pat. 6,014,137). 

Regarding claim 1: Gibson discloses compact GPS tracker and customized mapping 
system which comprises all the claimed subject matter as follows: 

a. a housing configured being at least one of held and worn by the user (figure 1, col. 4, 
lines 64-65); 

b. a power source for providing power to the apparatus (col. 4, lines 55-56); 

c. a memory unit situated housing and configured to store the data (col. 4, line 56); 

d. processing arrangement, the processing arrangement including a communication unit 
configured to communicate at least a portion of the resort-specific information to the user (col. 7, 
lines 8-26); and 

e. receiver circuitry situated the housing that is able to download the GPS data onto a 
map (col. 5, lines 46-50). Gibson does not specifically disclose a receiver circuitry including at 
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least one a first circuit arrangement configured to receive resort-specific information non- 
wirelessly and a second circuit arrangement configured to receive resort-specific information 
wirelessly. Burns discloses an electronic kiosk authoring system comprising kiosk 12 that 
operates from a central database server such as master computer 13 (figure 1, col. 4, lines 31-43). 
Since Gibson teaches a device that is used to both up load maps and down load maps with data 
(col. 1, lines 66-67, and col 2, lines 1) and Burns teaches receiving the resort-specific 
information from master computer (fig. 2 A, col. 10, lines 38-41), it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
Gibson and Burns because they both teach a system which customizes mapping specifically for 
use by people outdoors. The teaching of providing resort-specific information of Bums would 
enhance the system of Gibson by allowing the user to be aware of important resort conditions 
that may be subject to change periodically. 

Regarding claim 2: Gibson discloses wherein the communication processing 
arrangement includes at least one of a visual interface arrangement and an audible interface 
arrangement (col. 2, lines 1-4). 

Regarding claim 3: Gibson discloses wherein the visual interface arrangement is further 
configured to visually display at least a digital map of the resort (col. 3, lines 46-50). 

Regarding claim 4: All the claimed subject matter is already discussed in respect to 
claim 1 above. Gibson also discloses at least one of information relating to at least one of 
plurality of ski trails (col. 6, lines 65-67). 

Regarding claim 5: Refer to claim 2 above. 

Regarding claim 6: Refer to claim 3 above. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/082,023 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2632 

Regarding claim 7: All the claimed subject matter is already discussed in respect to 
claim 1 above. Gibson also discloses location determination circuitry including GPS circuitry 
configured to receive signals from GPS satellites, wherein the GPS circuitry determines a 
geographical position of the apparatus as a function of the signals (col. 5, lines 14-32). 

Regarding claim 8: Refer to claim 3 above. 

Regarding claim 9: Gibson discloses wherein the portion of the resort-specific 
information includes at least one information relating to at least one of a plurality of ski 
trails, information relating to at least one of a plurality of ski lifts, information relating to at 
least one of the plurality of ski trails, and information relating a skier congestion of at least one 
of the plurality of lifts (col. 5, lines 48-50, and col. 6, lines 65-67). 

Regarding claim 20: All the claimed subject matter is already discussed in respect to 
claim 7 above. Gibson also discloses a transmitting arrangement configured to wirelessly 
transmit at least the geographical position of the apparatus (col. 5, lines 4-5). 

Regarding claim 21: Gibson discloses a position receiving arrangement configured to 
wirelessly receive at least one transmitted geographical position, the communication unit of the 
processing arrangement communicating the at least one transmitted geographical position user 
(col. 5, lines 21-26). 

4. Claims 10-19, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gibson in view of Burns an d further in view of Rudd et al. (U.S. Pat. 6,658,348). 

Regarding claim 10: Gibson and Burns do not disclose alarm the user geographical 
position of the apparatus coincides with a geographical position of at resort. However, Rudd et 
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al. disclose system and methods for providing information to users comprising identification 
information 210 to determine whether a user should be permitted to participate in a particularly 
activity (col. 3, lines 42-57). Therefore, it would be obvious to the skilled artisan to utilize the 
teaching of Rudd et al. in the system of the combination in order to determine whether the user 
should have access to a slope with a particular difficulty rating thereby enhance safety. 

Regarding claim 11: Rudd et al. teach user inputted information including at least a skill 
level of the user (col. 3, lines 51-55, and col. 5, lines 39-40). 

Regarding claim 12: Rudd et al. teach a user input arrangement configured to receive 
user inputted information from the user, the user inputted information including at least one 
destination point located within resort, wherein the processing arrangement further configured 
communicate a path of travel the user (col. 5, lines 39-45, and col. 11, lines 29-40). 

Regarding claim 13: Refer to claims 1 1 and 12 above. 

Regarding claim 14: Rudd et al. disclose wherein the path of travel is determined least 
in accordance with the resort-specific information col. 1 1, lines 32-35). 

Regarding claim 15: Rudd et al. disclose travel is determined in accordance with at least 
information relating to least one of a plurality of ski trails (col. 3, lines 51-55, and col. 11, lines 
32-35). 

Regarding claim 16: Rudd et al inherently disclose wherein the path of travel traverses 
at least one of a portion of at least one of the plurality of ski trails course of at least one of the 
plurality of ski lifts (col. 3, lines 51-55, and col. 1 1, lines 29-41). 

Regarding claim 17: Refer to claims 10 and 11 above. 
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Regarding claim 18: Gibson discloses wherein the visual interface arrangement is 
further configured to visually display at least a digital map of the resort (col. 3, lines 46-50). 

Regarding claim 19: Gibson discloses wherein the portion of the resort-specific 
information includes at least one information relating to at least one of a plurality of ski trails, 
information relating to at least one of a plurality of ski lifts, information relating to at least one of 
the plurality of ski trails, and information relating a skier congestion of at least one of the 
plurality of lifts (col. 5, lines 48-50, and col. 6, lines 65-67). 

Regarding claim 22: Rudd et al. teach wherein the communication unit of the processing 
arrangement communicates the least one transmitted geographical position the user 
only if a transmitted group tag assigned to at least one transmitted geographical position matches 
a group tag assigned to the apparatus (col. 2, lines 36-42). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 23 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Hollenberg [U.S. Pat. 6,091,956] discloses situation information system. 

b. Ranzino [U.S. Pat. 6,281,811] discloses communication and location system for 
shopping malls, parks, business districts, and the like. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phung T Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-308-6252. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5: 30pm Mon thru. Friday, with alternate Friday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J. Wu can be reached on 703-308-6730. The fax numbers for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9314 for regular communications 
and 703-308-9051 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-4700. 

Examiner: Phung Nguyen 
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